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Territorial Acknowledgement



The Canadian Atlas of Palliative Care aims to raise awareness of the 

current state of palliative care in Canada.

Atlases improve the understanding of underserved populations, 

compare regional availability of palliative care, and highlight and 

promote best practices.

Atlases guide and inform policymaking, planning and capacity building 

in the provision of palliative care, enhancing the quality of care in 

jurisdictions across all provinces and territories.
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Domains and Elements



Methods 

9

A multi-phased, mixed-method approach was used in the collection of data. 

Methods were mainly adopted from the international atlases previously developed. 

Data was gathered in the following ways:

Publicly 
available

data

Standardized online 
surveys conducted with 
provincial and regional 

palliative care leaders and 
educators

Focus groups to 
validate, expand, 

and clarify findings

Member checking 
with regional leaders 
to provide final input 

on the results

Semi-structured key 
informant interviews



How is information reported in the Atlas?
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Interactive StoryMaps
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Interactive Story Maps
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Key Findings
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• Ontario has a strong foundation of provincial frameworks 

to guide palliative care.

• Incomplete data and undefined standards impeded 

effective palliative care planning.

• There is a proportionally significant lack of acute palliative 
care beds.

• Primary-level palliative care is largely delivered by specialist 

teams in many subregions.

• Equitable access to palliative care remains a significant 

challenge for pediatric patients and other underserved 

populations.

• There is a strong community of palliative care researchers 

with active palliative care research programs within 

university-affiliated centres.
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Demographics
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Policy



SERVICES – Inpatient Palliative Care Beds



SERVICES – Acute Care



SERVICES – Acute Care



SERVICES – Community



SERVICES – Community



SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community
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SERVICES - Community
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SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
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• Provincial system performance indicators are collected and reported through Ontario 

Health by the Ontario Palliative Care Network and by Health Quality Ontario.

• Some system performance indicators for Ontario and its health regions have been 

reported by the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) 2023 Palliative Care 

Report and by the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer (CPAC) in 2017.



EDUCATION
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
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FOCUSED POPULATIONS - Pediatrics
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FOCUSED POPULATIONS - Other
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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SERVICES – Palliative Care Units
Ontario Health - East Region



SERVICES – Hospice
Ontario Health - East Region



Next steps
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Leveraging the Atlas Take action

• Apply it in your work: Use the data for planning, 

education, and advocacy.

• Access the Atlas: Explore

the interactive Atlas at 

pallium.ca/ontarioatlas or

via the QR code.

Explore data across key domains, including 

Demographic, Policy, Services, System Performance, 

Professional Activities, Education, Focused Populations, 

Community Engagement, Other Activities.

Review strengths, gaps and opportunities for system 

improvement. 

Explore palliative care access by Ontario Health 

region.

Next steps



info@pallium.ca

www.pallium.ca

The Pallium Foundation of Canada

342-B Richmond Road

Ottawa, Ontario, K2A 0E8

1-833-888-LEAP (5327)

info@pallium.ca

www.pallium.ca

Thank you

mailto:info@pallium.ca
http://www.pallium.ca/
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